
 

Sunday, May 21, 2023 
 

Ascension Sunday 



WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 

* At the asterisk, please stand as you are able. 

Congregational responses are printed in bold. 

 
PRELUDE “Prelude in G Felix Mendelssohn”  

 

WESTMINSTER CHIMES – Striking the Hour 

 

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 

You have heard what was written about Jesus in Scripture— 

how he would suffer and die 

and then rise from the dead on the third day; 

how the same power that raised Jesus from the dead 

raised Him to heaven and seated Him at the right hand of God, 

where he now lives to intercede on our behalf. 

So let us come before God with confidence, 

through the loving intercession of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ! 

 

* HYMN #144          “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!”                   Hyfrydol 

   
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Rev. Shawn Hyska 

All children are invited to come forward to hear a message from the Pastor and, 

afterwards, are welcome to attend Children’s Sunday School. 

 
INVITATION TO CONFESSION  

 

The proof of God’s amazing love is this: While we were yet sinners Christ died for us. 

Because we have faith in him, we dare to approach God with confidence. In faith and 

penitence, let us confess our sin before God and one another. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 

Almighty God, we confess that we have our eyes set in the clouds instead of on the 

earth You have given us. We desire heavenly treasure, but we keep believing that 



worldly means will help us attain it. Forgive us for our short sightedness. Draw us 

away from the temptations to seek worldly power and measures of success, and call 

us to the down-to-earth message of Your love, to care for the needs of those around 

us, especially the oppressed and marginalized. You have called us through scripture 

to care for the widows and orphans among us; help us to see all those who are left 

out by society and in need. Help us to break down the dividing walls that we have 

placed, so that we may truly be one, as You and Christ are one. For it is in Christ’s 

name we pray. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

 
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. May the God of mercy, who 

forgives us all our sins, strengthen us in all goodness, and, by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, keep us in eternal life.  Hallelujah, Amen. 

 
* GLORIA PATRI  Page 579 in Hymnal  

Glory Be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

 

Eternal God, your Word speaks truth into our lives.  When we humble ourselves to listen, 

you mature us with knowledge and strengthened faith. Open us to your Word read and 

proclaimed today, so we might hear and embrace the message you intend for us. Amen. 

  

FIRST LESSON “Acts: 1:1-11” Page 110 in Pew Bible  

 
 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 

beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 

the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented 

himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over the course of 

forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered 

them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This”, he 

said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 



So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when 

you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times 

or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were 

watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going 

and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 

them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This 

Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 

saw him go into heaven.” 

SECOND LESSON “Luke 24:44-53”  Page 85 in pew Bible 

 
 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 

psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and 

he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead 

on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his 

name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And 

see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you 

have been clothed with power from on high.” 

 

 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 

While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 

And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were 

continually in the temple blessing God. 

 

These are the words of Holy Scripture for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON “Learning to Fly”   Rev. Shawn Hyska 

 

  WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

*HYMN #147 “Blessing and Honor” O Quanta Qualia 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus 

Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 

heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there he shall 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 

church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 

body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
OFFERING OF OURSELVES 

 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

 

*DOXOLOGY   #592 Old 100th 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here below; praise 

Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD TO SERVE 

 

* HYMN #422 “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”  Beach Spring 

 

CHARGE and BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE 

 



**A note to our visitors: many in our congregation enjoy remaining seated for the 

postlude to listen to the music. You are invited to stay seated and listen as well or join the 

pastor at the back of the church, so you can be warmly greeted. We are so glad that you 

are here with us today! ** 

 

Announcements 

 

Jack Rankin has moved to: 

Richfield Living, Rm 308 Health Center 
3719 Knoll Ridge Road. 

Salem, Va. 24153 
 

• Passing of the Peace will now be a part of every service after the Doxology. 

After we’ve prayed over our financial offerings to God, please remain standing 

and offer Christ’s Peace to one another. The Peace will lead right into our final 

Hymn. 

 

• Sunday, May 27th - Blessing Place Event 10:00-2:00 

 

• Sunday, May 28th – Pentecost Sunday- Please wear red. We'll have a blaze of 

red throughout the sanctuary to symbolize the joy and the fire of the Holy Spirit.  

 

• Thursday, June 1  – A memorial service for our dear departed member Stewart J. 

Turille, Sr, will be held at 6:00 p.m. at Westminster Presbyterian Church. Light 

refreshments will be served following the service. 

 

• Please fill out the Chrismon Workshop insert from your bulletin and put it in 

the offering plate. 

 

• Every month on the second Sunday, we will have the Two Cents a Meal 

Collection during the Children’s Message portion or ou bvr worship service.  

Please come with loose change to donate.  

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Those Serving Today 

 

Sunday, May 21st   2023 Sunday, May 28th    2023 
Pastor: Rev. Shawn Hyska 
Acolyte: Rachel Harris 
Ushers: Ann Allen, Jeff Evans 
Counters: Hoc Hughes, Kendall Sydnor 
Liturgist: Holcombe Hughes 
 

Pastor: Rev. Shawn Hyska 
Acolyte: Raymond Ferguson 
Ushers: Daniele & Allen Hamblen 
Counters: Hoc Hughes, Otto Vallastro 
Liturgist: Shirley Caskie 
 

 
Please remember these and others in your prayers: Becky Maxey, Kathleen Smith, 

Doris Haley, Queen Webb, Maymie Keys, Eloise Peters, Pat Pisney (Sarah Hyska’s 

mother), David and Betty Oliver, Joan Brandow (Val’s grandmother), Barbara Taylor, 

Julia Crim, Jack Rankin, Everett Snyder (Alice Renshaw’s great nephew), Dawn & Barry 

Arrington. Pray for all who suffer from hunger, sorrow, need, sickness, and any other 

adversity. Pray for the people of Ukraine, Turkey, Syria, and those grieving from 

violence of every kind. 

 

 

  



 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

1022 Floyd Street, Lynchburg, VA 24501 

www.wpclynchburg.org—wpclynchburg@gmail.com 

Office: 434-847-6655 

 

Ministers: Every Member of the Congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Shawn Hyska 

Director of Music/Organist: Robert W. Blevins 

Treasurer: Holcombe A. J. Hughes 

Bookkeeper: Robert W. Blevins 

Secretary: Alice Renshaw 

 

THE SESSION:   

Clerk of Session—Pix Mahler 

2023 2024 2025 

Valerie Harris Nancy Duncan Ashley Thulin 

Charlie Ross Angela Hart Allen Hamblen 

                              

TRUSTEES: 

2023 2024 2025 

Mary Sue Childress Richard Mahler Daniele Hamblen 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN: 

Moderator: Betty Oliver 

Treasurer: Sylvia Knowles 

Historian: Angela Hart 

Secretary: Eloise Peters 


