
 

Grace and peace to you all, the faithful members and friends of Westminster Presbyterian Church!  

I don’t know if you heard the news recently but the inspira�onal Chris�an pastor, the Rev. Dr. Charles 

Stanley passed away.  For millions of Chris�ans around the world Dr. Stanley played an important role in 

their lives of faith, as people sought to be rooted even deeper in Scripture and in their rela�onships with 

God.  I was one of those millions of people at one point.  During my university years, while I was in a pro-

cess of “reclaiming my bap�sm”, of me running full steam ahead with this new rela�onship with God that 

was alive within me (a journey that eventually led to me hearing the Spirit’s calling into seminary), I tried 

to find all different types of Chris�an pastors and sermons and messages to inspire me.  Even though it’s 

been many years since I listened to a Dr. Stanley message the place that he holds as part of God’s plan in 

my life to inspire within me a deeper and more fulling rela�onship with God will never be forgo/en.  

This is the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives, this Spirit that, if we allow it, will propel us and send us in-

to regions and worlds unknown, God’s Spirit that never stops moving, never stops blowing, always finding 

a way to break into our lives.  Some�mes we feel the rushing wind of the Holy Spirit like a force of nature 

that knocks us over to propel us in certain direc�on or some�mes it comes into our lives as a gentle 

breeze that calms our anxious spirits.  I s�ll remember the Spirit’s leading last year on Pentecost Sunday.  

Here I was in the pew for the first �me in a few weeks, si4ng with Sarah’s parents as they had come to be 

with us for Eliana’s birth, and here in that moment of me just coming to church worship, the Spirit moved 

me to li5 up a message when the scheduled guest preacher wasn’t able to show up. It might have been a 

powerful moment to witness but it was a humbling moment for me, knowing that it was only through the 

power and direc�on of the Holy Spirit that this moment even happened, all because I showed up and was 

willing to listen to the Spirit’s nudging. 

When we show up for God, when we give God our full a/en�ons, when we step up into the ba/er’s box 

(to use a baseball analogy), when we put our Yes’ to God on the table, we allow God to use us and take us 

on a wild journey.  

As the musician Keith Green wrote in my favorite Pentecost song, Rushing Wind, “Holy spirit, I surrender, 

take me where you want to go, Plant me by your living water, Plant me deep so I can grow.”  

During this upcoming day and season of Pentecost, I pray that you allow room for the Holy Spirit to speak 

in your lives.  Maybe it will require you to slow down and pause for a moment to hear the sound the wind 

is making and where it is blowing, or maybe you need to stop pu4ng up your umbrella to block yourself 

from the power of the Spirit a/emp�ng to move you in a certain direc�on.   

Un�l we meet again, may you feel the power of the Holy Spirit in your life and I can’t wait to hear your 

stories of where it will lead you. 

Peace, 

Pastor Shawn 
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After a long hiatus, we are now pass-

ing the Peace again! After the Doxolo-

gy we will offer up the Peace of Christ 

to all within our walls before the final 

hymn begins.  

 

 

May the Peace of Christ Be With You!  

Worship and Music Commi�ee Meeting 

The W & M Commi$ee will have a meeting 

on May 7th, after worship service. Unless oth-

erwise announced, this will be our last meet-

ing before taking a summer break. We will re-

sume regular meetings in September. If you 

have any interest in being part of the Worship 

and Music Commi$ee, or any commi$ee, 

please contact Ashley Thulin or Pix Mahler.  

On the second Sunday of each month, during the Children’s 

Message time, we will be taking up a collection of change for 

the Two Cents a Meal donation. The children will receive a mi-

cro-lesson about giving, hunger, etc., before going out with 

their li$le pails to accept whatever loose change the congrega-

tion has brought for contribution. Thank you to all who come 

prepared to give. A very large thank you to everyone who en-

dures this (sometimes) loud and chaotic moment in our service 

in order for our children to understand that we bless others in 

gratitude for the blessings we have received from God.  

In the past couple of years, we have instituted a prayer tree 

(shout out to Donna Goldenberg for the idea!) in the Narthex of 

the Sanctuary. As this is a new, yet well-received, change, how 

we “hang” our prayers on the tree is still evolving. To empha-

size the liturgical seasons, the Worship and Music Commi$ee 

has decided to use various symbols of each season throughout 

the year. For Lent, they were purple ribbons. Palm Crosses and bu$erflies are available 

now for the Easter Season. Then we will have red ribbons for the Season of Pentecost 

and at Christmas time. If you have an idea for what can be used for various liturgical 

seasons not already listed, please contact anyone in the Worship and Music Commi$ee.  

Christian Education Commi�ee Meeting is tentatively Sunday, May 7th, at 9:30 AM.  



 

Westminster Canterbury Lunch Bunch will continue to meet during 

the 2023 year. The Fauber 2 room has been reserved for the first 

Monday of each month. Café opens at  11:30, lunch at 11:45 to 1:00 

p.m.. The following dates are scheduled for the coming year: 

   July 3rd.   Oct. 2nd. 

May 1st.   August 7th.    Nov. 6th.  

June 5th  Sept. (cancelled Labor Day) Dec. 4th. 

 

Contact Martha Wilson: Phone 434-386 3621 or Email mgowilson@aol.com. Members of WPC who 

do not reside at WC are welcome to join us and should plan to pay with a credit card. 
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Your Moment of Safety 

“It’s mad, it’s gay, the lusty month of May…”  (Camelot)  

May is also a �me of awakening and new birth.  If you are a gardener, please 
be aware that this area is home to many cri/ers that need to be avoided. 
Black widow and brown recluse spiders love to hide in rocks, gardens, and 
gardening gloves. Please be careful when moving out-door flower pots, and 
shake out your gloves before using them. Copperhead snakes have their young in the 
spring. The young are marked with a dis�nc�ve yellow area at the end of the tail. They tend 
to be cranky and aggressive and will bite at whatever disturbs them.  Also, killdeer birds and 
rabbits are building nests in the ground. Please keep an eye out for them while mowing.  
Lastly,  please be aware that  drivers these days seem to love to text while driving and have 
an aversion to  stopping at stop signs and red lights. Always drive defensively and never    
assume other   drivers are aware of your presence. 

The outreach and evangelism commi$ee will meet on Tuesday, May 16th at 12 noon in the  

boardroom of WPC 

 

Sarah Hyska was the main presenter at the Presbyterian    

Women’s Spring Gathering April 29th at Westminster.  

Westminster’s insignia is available in the narthex as 

a 3 x 4 inch s�cker for your car, or window or where 

ever you might like to use it. 



Pastor Shawn providing light 

through the  darkness. 

Easter Sunday 

Kathleen Smith and her daughters who came for 

her 90th 



Westminster “Tiny Dancers” plus one more to come. 

 
The chair brigade prepares for the PW Spring Gathering 



Repairs to our steeple 

performed by a 

brave and talented 

Ar!san. 

Master gardener Charlie Ross 

cleans up a$er plan!ng and 

mulching the front gardens. 



 

 

 

Keeping Westminster Chimes 
readers informed on how and where 
Westminster is involved in ministry 
outreach, particularly through benevo-
lence funds, has become an exciting 
venture the last few months. So far in-
formation has been about InterFaith 
Outreach Association and Lynchburg 
Meals on Wheels. This month the focus is 
on Lynchburg Daily Bread. This and a 
great deal more information is available 
on their website to let you know how 
WPC is part of our community’s ministry to all God’s people and how you too may become more 
active through gifts, time and talents. Awareness is our first priority here.  The ministry has expanded 
over the decades to include: Daily Hot Lunch, Meals Outreach, Little Free Pantry and a Tuesday 
Farmers “Market.” 

www.lynchburgdailybread.com 

“We Serve…. No Questions Asked….We serve people from all walks of life. Our guests include 
workers who are recently unemployed, or those with temporary or part-time jobs who can’t make 
ends meet. We serve the elderly and disabled on fixed incomes, families, with small children/babies, 
single parents, and persons with mental challenges. Approximately 40% of our gifts guests are over 
the age of 50. We are seeing an increase in the number of families coming to daily bread and are 
thankful to be part of making sure no child goes hungry. Lunch is served EVERY day of the year in-
cluding weekends and holidays from 10:15 a.m. to 12:20 p.m. 
 

 “Founded in 1982 by First Presbyterian Church of Lynchburg, we are now an inde-
pendent 501(c)(3) charitable organization. The first meals were served from the historic 
Nichol’s Tavern at the corner of Fifth and Madison Streets. In 1983, the organization 
moved to a building on Park Avenue owned by the Salvation Army. It remained at this lo-
cation until 1989. Faced with a second move, Daily Bread sought funding for permanent 
quarters and purchased the Knights of Columbus building located at Eighth and Clay 
Streets, which was built in 1835. 

 Our Clay Street building received significant renovations in 2013, including the in-
stallation of new    ovens, donated by Columbia Gas and Southern Air. The Lynchburg Ro-
tary Club sponsored dining room         renovations, which allowed for additional seats 
and improved traffic flow. 

The impact of the pandemic caused significant change to our service model, with 
nearly double the number of people in need. Renovations began in 2021 to create more 
kitchen space. These renovations were made possible by Blue Ridge Area Food Bank, a lo-
cal community foundation, and donors like you. We have now doubled our kitchen capaci-
ty and offer double serving windows to serve our guests quickly and safely.” 

Lynchburg Daily Bread has lived out our calling to feed people, and to do so with 
respect and without condition. We are about nutritious,  

Delicious meals, not eligibility.” ALL ARE WELCOME.  



MayMayMayMay    
7777        George GoodmanGeorge GoodmanGeorge GoodmanGeorge Goodman    

8888        Gem SletteGem SletteGem SletteGem Slette    

19191919        Nicole ReedNicole ReedNicole ReedNicole Reed    

20202020    Charles DeanCharles DeanCharles DeanCharles Dean    

21212121    Barbara TaylorBarbara TaylorBarbara TaylorBarbara Taylor    

22222222    Pix MahlerPix MahlerPix MahlerPix Mahler    

28282828    Shirley CaskieShirley CaskieShirley CaskieShirley Caskie    

    

JuneJuneJuneJune    

    
1111        Wilbur DuncanWilbur DuncanWilbur DuncanWilbur Duncan    

5555        Greg HoagGreg HoagGreg HoagGreg Hoag    

6666        Shawn HyskaShawn HyskaShawn HyskaShawn Hyska    

15151515    Sharee EvansSharee EvansSharee EvansSharee Evans    

16161616    James OliverJames OliverJames OliverJames Oliver    

20202020    Alex RolisonAlex RolisonAlex RolisonAlex Rolison    

22222222    Sylvia KnowlesSylvia KnowlesSylvia KnowlesSylvia Knowles    

24242424    Daniele Mason HamblenDaniele Mason HamblenDaniele Mason HamblenDaniele Mason Hamblen    

24242424    Monek GaffordMonek GaffordMonek GaffordMonek Gafford    

25252525    Lucy Carter SletteLucy Carter SletteLucy Carter SletteLucy Carter Slette    

28282828    Julia H. CrimJulia H. CrimJulia H. CrimJulia H. Crim        

    

Please remember our homebound members 

Kathleen Smith 
Westminster Canterbury 

501 VES Rd, H-429 
Lynchburg, VA 24503 

 
 

Maymie Keys 
R&P at Liberty Ridge 

30 Monica Blvd. Unit 305 
Lynchburg, VA 24502 

 
Eloise Peters 

Westminster Canterbury 
501 VES Rd, B-706 

Lynchburg VA 24503 
 

Sylvia Viar 
15 John Rucker Drive 

Ruckersville, VA 22968 
 

 Becky Maxey 
57 Beech Avenue 

Hamilton, NJ 08610 
 

Stuart Turille 
3020 Cranehill Drive 
Lynchburg, VA 2503 

 
Queen Webb 

1308 Floyd Street 
Lynchburg, VA 24501 

 
Doris Hailey 

209 Woodland Avenue 
Lynchburg, VA 24503 

 

Please pray for the people of Ukraine, Syria, and Turkey,  
and all people who are vic�ms of war and violence, trou-

ble, sorrow, need, sickness and any other adversity.  

 

On Monday, the 15th of this month at 5:00 p.m., members of the local chapter of 
the American Guild of Organists will hold our chapter meeting at Westminster 

Presbyterian Church for what we refer to as a “member recital.” That is, about a 
half a dozen of us will be playing for each other and for the rest of the members 
who choose not to play. We welcome and encourage anyone from the public at 

large to come hear us. It’s a good opportunity to hear other local 
organists play without having to attend their Sunday services!  

                                                                                                       



WESTMINSTER  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH   
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

May 7th  5th Sunday of Easter 
Communion 
Acts 7:55-60 and Ps. 31:1-5, 15-16 or Prov. 4:10-18,and 
Pa. 119a;3-32;   1 Pet. 2:2-10;     John 13:1-14 

Pastor:  Rev. Shawn Hyska 

Acolyte: Raymond Ferguson 

Ushers: Angela Hart, Charlie Ross 

Counters: Hoc Hughes, Charlie Ross 

Liturgist: Nancy Duncan 

Communion Prep: Martha Wilson 

Communion Servers: Angela Hart & Charlie Ross 

 

May 14th   6th Sunday of Easter & Mother’s Day  
Acts: 17:22-31 and Ps. 66:8-20 or Ezek. 34:1-7a and Ps. 
115; 1 Pet. 3:13-22; John 14:15-21 

Pastor: Hymn Sing  lead by Ashley Thulin 

Acolyte: Raymond Ferguson 

Ushers: Nancy Duncan & Angela Hart 
Counters: Hoc Hughes, Kendall Sydnor 
Liturgist: Ashley Thulin 

 

May 21st  7th Sunday of Easter 
Acts 1:6-14 and Ps. 68:1-10, 32-35 or Isa. 45:1-7 and 
Ps. 21:1-7; 1Pet 4:12-14; 5:6-11; John17:1-11 

Pastor: Rev Shawn Hyska 

Acolyte: Raymond Ferguson 

Ushers: Ann Allen, Jeff Evans 

Counters: Hoc Hughes, Cary Roberts 

Liturgist: Cary Roberts 

 

May 28th 8th Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:1-21 or um. 11:24-30 and Ps. 104:24-34, 35b;I Cor. 
12:3b-13 or    2:1-21; John 20:19-23 or John7:37-39 

Pastor: Shawn Hyska 

Acolyte: Raymond Ferguson 

Ushers: Daniele & Allen Hamblen 

Counters: Hoc Hughes, Otto Vallastro 

Liturgist: Shirley Caskie 




