
CHIMES 
 

Westminster  Presbyterian  Church 

July, 2010 
   Issue  606       http://www.wpclynchburg.org      (434) 847-6655 

 
 

 

Pursuing Our Full Redemption Potential 
 

 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for 

those who love him” – I Corinthians 2:9 
 

 Once upon a time there was a solitary frog who ventured away from the peaceful lily pond of his 

fellow frogs.  He traveled far and then he found his eyes opening wider than ever before as his 

mind nearly exploded with wonder as the ocean came into view.  It was so much more than every-

thing known back in the pond.  When he returned to the pond there were no words to describe 

what he had found.  All he could do was invite the other frogs to come and see what they never 

knew they were missing. 

 

 There are several articles in the June/July issue of Presbyterians Today on the theme of evangel-

ism which remind me of this fable.  Wonderful and surprising things are happening in the church 

today as God is leading people to see what they never knew they were missing.  This is the ongoing 

good news of Christian faith.  There is always for us all more than we can imagine.  Evangelism in 

Presbyterian congregations is much more about the excitement of transformation and people 

coming alive to the joy of a growing relationship with God in Jesus Christ in unexpected and 

surprising ways.  There is a refreshing vitality among congregations pursuing their full  

redemption potential as they reclaim their initial love and passion for Jesus and the ministry of 

reconciliation he gives for us to share. 

 

 The stories of what is happening bring encouragement for the future of the Presbyterian Church 

which is undergoing great changes in light of declining resources and conflicts over some rather 

divisive issues.  Change is not often a comfortable process.  It is, however, the only way to find out 

what has been missing and grow in the knowledge and blessing of God. 

 

 In our own congregation we are looking at some potentially major changes as we consider a uni-

cameral board.  I am encouraged by the way these considerations have come about.  There is in 

the midst of the efforts to work things out a growing sense of optimism that this is an opportunity 

to be led beyond the lily pond to something more of “what God has prepared for those who love 

him.” 

 

 My hope and prayer is that the love of God which is such a rich blessing in the lives and relation-

ships shared in our congregation will grow ever stronger and reach out even further as we move 

forward with whatever changes may come in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

 

 Grace and peace to you all, 

 Bill Russell 
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Mrs. Hallie Bowman          

 

Mr. A. Kendall Sydnor, Sr. 

 

Miss Evelyn Hamlet 

   

Mrs. Ethel Ferrell  

 

Mrs. Becky Maxey 
 

If you would like to add your name 

 to this list to have a visit, please call 

the church office (847-6655). 

 
 
 
 

     HAITI RELIEF  
         OFFERING 

 
You may help with ongoing disaster relief and 

recovery work with a contribution to Westminster. 
 

Please indicate Haiti Relief on your check. 
 

  Our offering will go to Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance which has been at work from the 

beginning of the crisis.  Further information is posted 
on the bulletin board in the hallway. 
Check the website:   www.pcusa.org  

for the latest information. 
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 CLERK’S CORNER 
 
Session met following 11 o’clock worship, June 20th. We were 
missing several of our Elders due to travel and out of town family 
visits. Typically, the meetings begin with a request for sharing 
joys and concerns followed by prayers of supplication and praise. 
  
For those of us who were able to attend the morning worship, we 
had already been reminded of a forthcoming joy – the wedding of 
Ashley Harris and Byron Thulin.  
 
We were also delighted with the sweet sounds of a 9 month old 
baby in our midst. The first order of business was to welcome 
Stuart Turille who introduced his son Randy and daughter-in-law 
Lisa Turille. Randy and Lisa were present to request baptism of 
their daughter, Elleri Grace Turille on June 27, 2010. The action 
taken on the motion was a resounding YES!!! 
 
 

A report from the Stewardship and Finance committee indicates that pledges are being fulfilled. We give thanks to God for 
the blessings received and the joy with which a commitment to the mission and ministry of Westminster Presbyterian 
Church is demonstrated. 
 Highlights from the Worship and Music Committee report included two actions brought to session for a vote. Both  
motions received votes of approval. 

#1 The committee recommended a worship service composed entirely, or nearly so, of music in October, 2010. 
#2 Those serving communion sit with their families, or in their usual locations, and come forward to the front pews 
at the beginning of the Communion service. 

The action concerning communion prompted a discussion and the following motion concerning when and how commun-
ion is distributed to those who are homebound. The following motion was proposed, received a second, was discussed at 
length and received a vote of approval. 

MOTION: “That the session approve the taking of communion to homebound members of Westminster each 
month, to assign an alternative date if the pastor is out of town or to have the session approve elders to take the 
communion on the regular date.” 

The W&M committee report included a notation that the Flower Guild will be preparing flower arrangements for the Har-
ris/Thulin wedding and reception. 
  
 The Task Force, charged with studying the implications of a Unicameral Board for Westminster, reported to ses-
sion that discussions during the two “Coffee and Conversation” gatherings were well attended and lively. Participants of 
those gatherings asked numerous questions about what a Unicameral Board might look like, how it might meet Westmin-
ster’s needs, etc. To be able to answer some of the “might” and “if” questions, the Task Force requested and received per-
mission to continue their work and propose models and a possible timeline to session by the Sept. 19 session meeting. 
Let me reassure everyone that NO decision has been made about whether to have a Unicameral Board or not. That deci-
sion will be made by the congregation. The work of the Task Force is only to study and propose (a) model/s for considera-
tion. The work of the Task Force is proceeding with attention to detail and sensitivity as well as - in good Presbyterian 
fashion, - 

“decently and in order.” 
 
Westminster has been blessed with scholarly, pastoral leadership over the decades. A blessing of this history brought this 
request from Rev. Sherwood Smith. “Kathleen and I are in the process of making a move to Westminster Canterbury.  The 
apartment we have chosen in our new place of residence, while quite adequate, will be significantly less than we enjoy in 
our present location.”   Sherwood’s letter included a request for “permission to bring several bookcases of books to house 
in the room across from the choir robing rooms.  This plan would provide me with ready access to the books housed here, 
but I also envision these books being available for use by church officers, staff and church members.” 
 

  Westminster Presbyterian Church has been blessed with a rich history of tradition yet strives to be open to the  
movement of the Spirit. 
 

Respectfully, 
Pix Mahler, Clerk of Session 


